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AGE OF THE LAKE BAIKAL’S PARASITE SYSTEMS
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In the Lake Baikal are known 255 species and subspecies (240 are aboriginal
fauna, 15 — introduced fauna) of fish parasites of 13 types: Kinetoplastida,

Polymastigota, Sporozoa, Microspora, Myxozoa, Ciliophora, Cnidaria, Pl3 i
Nemathelmi
invertebrates
Myxosporea
1, Hydrozoa 11
Aspidogastrea —4
Crustacea — 15. 63 % of parasites has life cycle without intermediate
Monogenea, Hirudinea, Crustacea). Endemic species and subspecies

current hypothesrs fishes appeared in Lake B
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ancient and had | fadoRg timedSE: val of isolation of
Cottoidea; at pr g es with an evolution
of several miIIio ‘ dn) but they colonized
the lake consideraipe : i

Holocene resultets:$ i S [deiare e included in the life

intermediate, parathenic and definitive hosts (Rusinek, 1987). In Baikal it is the
parasite system of cestode Diphyllobothrium dendriticum (Pseudophyllidea).
Forty-eight animal species form part of this parasite system (Rusinek, Fefelov,

e climate optimum of Holocene
¢rful) migrations in Baikal, and there
f birds connected with water. Omul (2nd
) also widespread in Baikal. The modern
y Gkgaisms with ancient

humidification déve
appeared n|

pelagic cok

evolution (B a-é et al., 1998;
Khursevich et al., 2Q0 Q dendriticum
at the climate optimum o is an
abortive host of the parasite because this cestode is NQk his animal
organism. D. dendriticum causes intoxication in humans in children.

This fact is suggestive of the comparatively recent inclusion of humans in the life
cycle of this parasite.

Life cycles of Contracaecum osculatum baicalensis (1)

and Diphyllobothrium dendriticum (2) in the Lake Baikal.
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